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Gret  ready  for  same 
sex  marriage  ruling, 
Baptist  leaders  warn 

ORANGE  BEACH,  AU.  {»  'When  oourte  dedm  Rate 
•nd  ImN  raporta)  -  the  lawa  nncooigtntfaiwt  and 
US.  Soprane  Court  la  Mhaly  enjoaTiaNBofficialeBom  en- 
to  —iTMt  aex  foctins  ttaaaa,  our 

mamafe  natkwwide, 
predicia  Souihera 
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COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 

Cooperative  Program  gifts 
display  significant  turnaround 

Aaaoetotn  Edhor  knowa  was  the  heiehtof^  (Mtionally,  there  la  a  reeewed 

.  ^  SSS^ndTraeiatarthat  hit  eonfldence  oojl^^  of  pas- 

Por  die  first  time  m  five  lora  that  the  CP  fiida  an  a*- 

most  |i.9  miUion^n  downtumoftheecon- 

flva  mra  wave  wtt-  ,fheted  all  oor  churches 
neeeed  a  revwsal  in  ^|ji  oar  famlBea  across  die 
that  dovniward  said  Jim  Piitral,  Kx- 

and  have  fone  ftom  ,cutiye  Director-Treasurer  at 
a  nctad'^  to  ■  Po**'  the  MBCB.  *U  has  been  a  long 
dve  surplus  of  almost  gtnu^  and  for  many  people 
$500,000.*  condnoes  to  be.  Thro^  it 

^.ti^'las-'w.  wiawMed  c<MtfWwiM  ^ 
a  precipitous  decline  in  $lv-  pastors  that  the  CP  supports 


Jailed  Christians 
in  Pakistan  won’t 
get  case  reviews 

LAHORE,  Pnkistafl  (BP  and  losai  raporta) 

-  Christians  jailed  in  Pakistan's  Punjab  prov¬ 
ince  for  allnedly  blaspheming  Islam  have 
been  excluded  frw  a  Uat  of  pnaoners  whoy 
eases  will  be  expedited  for  acquittal,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Morning  SUr  News  service  which 
reports  on  persecution  issues. 

Pointing  to  several  Christians  in  Ml  for 
indefinite  periods  on  Masphemy  diarges. 
pVrtsrtsu  rtghu  and  political  activisU  say 


muosttan  on  p.  a 


omy  affected  all  our  churches 
and  all  our  NmiUes  across  die 
state,*  said  Jim  Plitral,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director-Treasurer  of 
the  MBCB.  *U  has  been  a  long 
strug^  and  for  many  people 
continues  to  be.  Through  it 
alL  our  people  in  our  church¬ 
es  have  remidned  faithfiil  to 

mmm  CP  on  p.  • 


OK  to  pray,  ‘Help! 


I  in  rarely  one  to  nap.  Normally  n' 
brain  doesn’t  shut  off  k>na  enouel 
for  me  to  sleep  amidst  a  aty.  Whe 
the  sun  is  shining,  the  pressnie  of 
p^uctMty  and  task  completion  are 
all  too  real.  I  can’t  live  with  time  that 
feels  wasted,  so  naps  have  just  never 
been  for  me. 

this  particular  day,  a  u.p  uuiv’ ' 
became  a  necessity.  The  exhaustion 


Guest  opinion 

with  Erica  Wright 


a  nap  quickly 

coupled  with  the  cold  weather  per- 
me  with  little  resisUnce.  As  I 
laid^there,  I  began  talking  to  Jesus.  My 
confessions  were  real,  my  frustrations 
were  real,  and  my  tears  were  rwd. 

1  prayed  for  something  I’ve  prayed 
for  every  day  for  a  year  and  seven 
months.  It’s  a  Imld  prayer,  a  specific 
OTyer,  and  an  impossible  prayer.  One 
that  only  Jesus  can  answer. 

.1^  I  praved,  I  realized  in  great  hn- 
nultaUoB  that  I  didn't  baliave  for  a  aec- 
ond  that  God  would  answer  it.  Could  He 
bear  me?  Yes,  absolutely.  Was  He  able 
,<»n  my  request?  Without  a  doubt. 

I  dito  t  believe  He  would.  Honestly,  I 
still  don  t  ^ 

I  confessed  my  unbelief  in  that  mo¬ 
ment,  but  that  didn’t  ease  it.  I  was  still 
oven^e  and  paralyzed  by  my  doubt  but 
w  ouKuy  as  my  codfeasion  came,  so  c 
His  grace.  He  told  me  in  that  moment 
^t  It  was  OK.  That  there  was  a  shred 
“?  "I*-  evidenced  in  the  prayer 
Jjself- 1  didn  t  aw  H,  I  didn’t  recognize 
It,  but  t^y  would  I  ask  if  there  wasn't 
som^iiw  m  nw  that  knew  that  in  Him 
was  hope?  Mai^  that’s  why  the  man  in 

.“y  beheve!’’ 

snd  Help  my  unbeliefi'  (Mark  0:24) 


Persecuted 


Peter  says  that  we,  as  believers,  are 
bom  into  a  living  hope  through  the  res 
urrection  of  Jesus  (1  Peter  1:3).  Just  as 
Jwus  u  alive,  so  is  our  hope.  No  matter 
what,  we  will  live  and  we  wUl  have  the 
love  and  affection  of  Jesus,  which  is  in 
fact  what  our  souls  are  really  cravinx 
aaec-  ‘•'T*®*  I  His  to  holl 

This  speafic  one  I  believe  He  put  with¬ 
in  me,  otherwise  I  would  have  willed  it 
out  of  me  a  long  time  ago,  believe  me. 

I  think  It  s  OK  to  have  faith  so  small 
sometimes  you  can’t  find  it,  faith  that’s 
as  small  as  a  mustard  seed  (Matthew 
17:20).  It’s  there,  sweet  follower  of  Je- 

-  snd  He  is  pleased  by  it  because  the 

came,  so  did  weakness  of  our  humanity  is  the  show- 
caw  of  His  greatness  and  Hu  strength. 

that  inkling  lead  you  to  the 
c^,  to  ho^  in  the  wrson  of  Jesus  no 
matter  the  shattered  dreams  that  seem 
to  ^  scattered  at  your  feet.  Choose  to 
belike  that  He  has  the  best  dream  of 
«n,  far  grwter  than  what  you  could 
work  out  for  yourwlf  because  He  cares 


ilyforyou  (1  Peter  . 
you  can’t  find  the  faith,  pray.  iftU 
I.  can  pray  is  “HelpI”  then  just  start 
there.  Pray  and  then  pray  some  more. 
He  IS  painting  a  beautiful  picture,  not 
just  for  you,  but  of  you.  He  will  turn 
the  smmlest  of  faiths  into  the  greatest 
of  stones. 

_  H'rfpht  serves  on  stqff  at  121 
Communifi,_  Church  in  Grapevine. 
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Length  of  Genesis  'days'  still  sparks  lively  debate 


NASHVUE  (BP)  —  An  article  by  •  popu¬ 
lar  evangelical  bk)|jger  arguing  that  the 
six  ‘days*  of  creation  in  Genesis  were 
not  literal  24'hour  peri^  has  prompted 
discussion  amoiu  Christians  about  die 
earth’sageandwnedierortbodoKyneoes- 
sarfly  entw  bebeving  in  a  )|Dung  earth. 
Justin  Taylor,  senior  vice  president 


i  arguing  t 
SODS  to  doubt  the  creation  drq^  were 
24-hoor  periods."  The  article,  which  was 
shared  on  Pacebook  15,000  times  dur¬ 
ing  its  first  two  wedcs  oaUne,  also  noted 
finious  people  from  church  history  who 
did  not  beUm  Genesis  describes  sn  24- 
hour  days. 

*I  want  to  suggest  there  are  some 
good,  textual  reasons  —  in  the  ae- 
ation  account  itself  —  for  questioning 
the  exegesis  that  insists  on  the  days  as 
strict  24  hour  periods,’  wrote  Taylor,  a 
Ih.D.  student  at  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  *Am  I  as  certain  of  this 
as  I  am  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ? 
Definite  not.  But  in  some  segments 
of  the  church,  I  fear  that  we’ve  buih 
an  exegetical  fence  around  the  Torah,’ 
fearful  that  if  we  question  any  aspect  of 
young-earth  dogmatics  we  have  opened 
the  gate  to  liberalism.' 

‘Defenders  of  inerraiKy,*  as  Taylor 
put  H,  who  did  not  believe  in  six  24-liour 
periods,  like  Augustine,  J.  Gresham  Ma- 
chen,  and  Carl  F.H.  Henry,  “show  that 
this  is  not  the  case,"  Tajrior  wrote.  ‘And 
a  passion  for  sola  Senptura  provides 
us  with  the  humility  ana  willin^iess  to 
[o  bai^  to  the  text  again  to  see  if  these 
ings  are  so.* 

Baptist  Faith  &  Messaga 

Southern  Baptist  seminary  profes¬ 
sors,  though  dmded  on  whether  Tay¬ 
lor’s  conclusion  is  correct,  agreed  tlut 
old-earth  creationism  fdls  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Mm- 
sage  (BFM).  Hovrever,  they  distin¬ 
guished  old-earth  creationism  from 
%eistie  evefiution. 

Otd-eaitb  creationism  contends  that 
God  brought  the  ivorld  into  existence 
from  nothng  by  His  (hrect  action,  and 
not  by  evolution.  Old-earth  creaboaists 
say  the  earth  is  hillions  rather  than  thou¬ 
sands  of  years  old  and  that  the  "days"  of 
Genesis  1  were  not  24'bour  periods. 

Theistic  evolutionists  claim  God 
used  evolutioa  to  create,  directing  the 
process  but  not  simply  speaking  things 
into  existence. 

Young-earth  creationists  believe  God 
created  the  world  from  nothing  be¬ 
tween  6,000  and  50,000  years  ago,  in 
six  literal  days. 

Jason  Ouwiiig,  provost  at  Midwest¬ 
ern  Seminary  in  Kanaas  City,  Mo.,  told 
Baptist  Press  he  dissgrees  wiA  Tmws 
blog  post  but  believes  it  fa  helpful  be- 
cause  it  reframes  a  well-worn  debate 
topic  back  to  what  the  text  actually  sayi. 

‘As  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
2000  docs  not  specifically  address  the 
age  of  the  earth,  much  like  the  finer 
points  of  eschatology  it  la  a  aecondaiy 
matter  to  determine  what  SBC  aemmary 


Old  Earth  vs.  Yonag  Earth  dabats 

'In  the  end,  I  see  this  as  an  intramural  discussion  among 
creationists  and  hope  that  such  only  serves  to  bind  us  closer 
together  in  refuting  that  which  is  deariy  contrary  to  Scriptura, 
the  theory  of  evolution.* 


pewoat 


SaswIitTy 


TAVLOa 


DUEsavo 


KEATMEY 


HAIMLTON 


s  not  im¬ 
portant  for  under  the  BFM,  SBC  faculty 
must  affirm  die  creation  and  existence  of 
a  literal  Adam  and  Eve  and  see  no  room 
for  the  sffirmstion  of  theistic  evolution, 
Duesing  said  in  written  comments. 


“Personally,  1  remain  convinced  that 
the  young-earth  view  best  accounts  for 
the  plain  reading  of  the  Bible,  and  while 
I  have  not  polled  the  faculty  at  Midwest¬ 
ern  on  this  topic,  1  MMpwt  ouUovby 

of  the  faculD'  would  as  iveU.  For  those 
who  hold  to  an  old-earth  view,  1  support 
the  legitimacy  of  their  doing  so  and  enjoy 
the  sharpening  that  conics  from  healthy 
dialog,  even  as  their  conclusions  and 
implications  do  cause  me  some  good  na- 
tuiM  head-acratchii^ 

‘In  the  end,  I  lee  tma  as  an  intramural 
diacuaaioo  among  creationists  and  hope 
that  sudi  only  serves  to  bind  us  dow 
together  in  routing  that  vnhich  is  deariy 
contran  to  Scripture,  the  theory  of  evo- 
lution,’'Due8ing  said. 

The  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  refers 
to  God  as  the  ‘Creator’  tnd  explains, 
‘Man  is  the  special  creation  of  God, 
made  in  His  own  image.  He  created 
them  male  and  female  as  the  crowning 
wo^  of  His  creation." 

Old  earth 

Taylor  presented  five  biblical  con¬ 
siderations  that  lead  him  to  believe  the 
‘days’  of  Genesis  1  were  longer  than  24 
hours.  Among  Taylor’i  arguments; 

■  The  seventh  ‘day’  la  not  24 
hfMirs  long.  God’s  creation  “rest"  was 
not  limited  to  a  24-hour  period,  Taylor 
wrote,  noting  that  Hebiws  4  under¬ 
scores  this  point. 

■  The ‘day’ of  Genesis  2^4  cannot 
be  24  hours  long.  ‘After  using  'the 
seventh  day’  in  an  analogical  way...  we 
read  in  the  very  next  verse.  Genesis  2:4: 

'These  are  the  generations  of  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  when  they  were  created,  in 
the  day  [yom]  that  the  LORD  God  made 
the  earth  and  the  heavens. 

Tile  precise  meaning  of  this  is  de¬ 
bated.  But  what  seems  clear,  if  we  be¬ 
lieve  the  Bible  does  not  contradict  itself. 


1  by  24  exact  hours." 

Keathley,  professor  of  theology  at 
astern  S^inary  in  Wake  Forst, 


is  that  this  (singular)  'day'  —  in  which 
the  creation  events  (plural  ‘genera- 
tiona’)  occur  —  cannot  refer  to  a  single 
a4-h<w  pCTiod.*  _ _ 

the  “day*  deacriS^  in  Geneaia  a:4 
was  longer  ‘riian  an  ordinary  calendar 
day'  b^use  it  included  natural  ‘sea¬ 
sons  and  rain  cycles'  that  take  longer 
than  24-bours. 

Taylor  argued  that  God  does  no*  want 
readm  of  Scripture  to  substitute  the 
word  ‘eons’  or  'ages’  ivhen  they  see  the 
««ord  ‘day,’  hut  neither  does  He  want 
readers  “to  think  of  precise  units  of  time, 
marked  by  24  exact 

Ken  Kei 

Southeastern  Seminary  . 

N.C.,  and  coauthor  of  40  (juestions 
About  Creation  and  Evolution  (Kregel), 
told  BP  he  agrees  with  Taylor  ana  is 
'convinced  that  the  24-hour  interpreta¬ 
tion  does  not  do  justice  to  all  that  the 
text  says.' 

The  oW-earth  interpretation  of  Gen- 
esia  1-2  is  becoming  increuingly  popu¬ 
lar  among  Southern  Baptists,  Keatlue>’ 
!iaid  in  ivritten  comments.  ‘Prior  to  the 
1960s,  the  majority  of  evangelical  pas¬ 
tors  and  profenors  (including  those  in 
the  SBC)  held  to  old-earth  creationism. 
In  1961,  John  Whitcomb  and  Henry 
Morris  published  The  Genesis  Flood  and 
the  young-earth  movement  was  born. 

‘Until  recently,  young-earth  cre¬ 
ationism  has  been  the  predominant 
view  among  evangelicals  in  general  and 
Southern  ffiiptisU  in  particular.  A  sig¬ 
nificant  change  is  happening  now.  The 
arguments  in  The  Genesis  Flood  have 
not  stood  the  test  of  time,  and  very  few 
young-earth  advocates  use  them. 

‘More  and  more  pastors  and  leaders 
are  realizing  that  the  Genesi.s  text  does 
not  lend  itself  easily  to  the  young-earth 
position.  Many  of  the  strongest  propo¬ 
nents  of  the  oW-earth  interpretation  are 
Old  Testament  scholars.' 


Young  earth 

James  Hamilton,  professor  of  bib¬ 
lical  theok^  at  Southern  Seminary, 
disagrees  witn  Taylor.  In  a  Feb.  9  blog 
artMe  responding  to  Taylor,  Hamilton 
cited  as  a  key  passage  in  the  debate  Exo¬ 
dus  20:10-11,  “But  the  seventh  day  is  a 
Sabbath  to  the  LORD  your  God.  You 
must  not  do  any  work  —  you,  jmur  son 
or  ('  ■ 

y<w  I 

within  your  gates, 
the  be.ivetu  and  the  earth,  the  sea,  and 
eveiything  in  them  in  six  s^;  then  He 
restM  on  the  seventh  day.  Therefore  the 
LORD  blessed  the  Sabbath  day  and  de¬ 
clared  it  holy.’ 

The  ‘most  natural  reading  of  Exodus 
20:10-11  seems  to  be  that  the  six  days  of 
creation  followed  by  the  Sabbath  day  of 
rest  was  a  cycle  of  the  same  land  of  seven 
day  week  that  was  to  become  the  pattern 
of  Israel's  experience,’  Hamilton  wrote. 

'It’s  hard  for  me  to  imagine  someone 
coming  to  some  other  kind  of  conclusion 
unless  he  seeks  to  accommodate  extra- 
biblical  considerations  from  philosophy 
(a  la  Augustinejor  science  (a  la  contem¬ 
porary  dd  earthers).’ 

Outside  influences? 

Other  respondents  to  Taylor  also 
discussed  whether  his  armiments  were 
driven  solely  by  study  of  the  Bible  or  by 
outside  influences  as  well. 

Ken  Ham,  founder  of  Answers  in 
Genesia  (AiG),  wrote  in  a  blog  por,t  that 
Taylor’s  ‘teal  motivation  is  that  outside 
innuenoes  have  almdy  led  him  to  poa- 
tulela  iiihMwm  naaaaa  he^aas 
muster  not  to  be  adamant  about^six  lit¬ 
eral  days  of  creation  in  Genesis  i.' 

Ham  adcM  ‘When  Christian  leaders 
today  are  rejecting  a  dogmatic  stand  on 
six,  Hteral,  zs-hour  days  of  creation  and 
a  young  eartn,  if  you  search  their  writ¬ 
ings  or  question  them,  you  will  find  that 
ummately  their  thinking  ia  being  con- 
trdled  ^  the  belief  in  an  old  earth/uni¬ 
verse  (billions  of  years). 

‘Even  though  some  try  to  claim  that 
is  not  so  but  that  they  are  just  looking  at 
what  the  Bible  says,  if  you  ask  the  ri^t 
questions,  I  assert,  you  will  find  this 
strong  influence  is  there.  You  sirriply  do 
not  get  the  idea  of  millions  or  billions  of 
years  from  Scripture  —  it  comes  from 
outside  Scripture." 

Evangelical  blogger  Samuel  James, 
a  Southern  Baptistfrom  Louisville,  Kv., 
responded  to  Ham  at  the  Patheos  web¬ 
site,  stating  that  Ham’s  blog  was  “an  in- 
creffibfy  irresponsible  repl^  to  an  article 
that  d^rved  much  better.* 

Hamilton  similarly  wrote  that  younij- 
earth  creationists  should  hold  their  posi¬ 
tion  ‘with  epistemological  humility  ami 
not.  as  AiG  does,  .suggest  that  old-earth 
creationists...  are  opening  the  d<»r  to 
abortion  on  demand  and  gay  marriage.” 

James  %vrote  in  his  bk>g,  “If  Ham  be¬ 
lieves  that  adherence  to  YEC  [young- 
earth  creationism)  is  essential  for  Gospel 
faith,  he  should  produce  the  necessary 
theological  arguments.  Until  he  dries, 
Ham  ha-s  absrilutely  no  right  to  slough 
off  well  written  and  fairly  argued  articles 
that  present  inerrancy-friendly  chal 
lenges  to  VEC  interpretations. 

flam's  respon.se  is  the  kind  of  atti 
tude  that  stifles  productive  di.scu.ssioii 
and  unneces-sarily  divides  the  chunh 
He  should,  and  can.  do  better.” 
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Ihe  longer  I  live  the  lew  perturbed 
1  am  by  the  actkHu  and  even  at- 


While  it  haa  taken  me  a  long 
time  to  get  where  I  am  in  my  walk 
with  Chriat,  there  are  many  days 
that  1  fed  1  am  atill  on  Mile  i 
and  I  often  think  that  Jeans  may 
think  that  I’m  harely  out  of  the 
starting  blocks.  But  what  I  do  know 
ia  that  Ido  know  Him  and  my  life  is 
different  bdcause  of  Him.  lamgrate- 
hil  when  sometimes  someone  else 
recomiizes  that  it  appears  as  thou^  I 


titodes  of  children.  Tbey’tejost 
children.  They  are  not  adults  with 
mature  thinking  and  values  stuffed 
into  a  small  frame.  They’re  just  kids, 
kids  with  limited  life  experiences  and 
a  worldview  that  starts  within  them 
and  teaches  about  arm's  length.  Tb^ 
are  just  childien,  and  taken  as  a  total 
pacwq^,  they’re  great  little  ole  crea¬ 
tures.  Just  think  about  it  While  we 
want  to  encourage  them  to  grow  up, 
mature,  make  good  decisions  and  ^ 
right,  there’s  a  lot  of  ^ood  to  be  said 
about  children,  enteoally  when  you 
contrast  them  with  adults.  For  in¬ 
stance,  children  will  smile  and  laugh 
many  more  times  a  day  than  aduhs  do. 
One  stu^  says  that  the  average  diild 
will  smile  big  and  laugh  up  to  400 
times  a  day  while  the  average  adt^ 
gets  in  that  mode  about  a  doxen  times 

•  ^y- 

Adults  will  carrya  grudge  and 
nurse  a  hurt  for  decadet  while  chil¬ 
dren  tend  to  get  over  their  miffs  with¬ 
in  minutes,  at  the  roost  hours,  and  al¬ 
ways  within  days.  And  it’s  wonderful 
to  see  children  care  about  i^ple  and 
love  them  regardlew  of  their  social 
.standing  or  their  Grade  Point  Average 
at  school  or  their  celebrated  gifl^- 


recomiizes  that  it  appears  as  tbou^ 
have  Deen  with  Jesus.  Beingachud 
God  does  not  mean  that  you  are  yet 
perfect  child  of  God. 

Use  second  thing  that  you  can 
note  mbont  Paul  dealing  with 
these  children  in  Corinth  U  that 
yon  can  eimect  ddldren  to  be 
children.  Most  of  ua  have  tjo  learn 
and  understand  that  you  can  expect 
lost  people  to  act  like  lost  peo]^.  You 
can  also  mark  h  down  that  cfaudren 
will  act  like  children.  They  don’t  al¬ 
ways  mean  to  be  mean,  but  aometimes 
whw  they  diaagree  and  fuss  and  fu^t, 
it’s  just  vvfaat  they  do  for  a  living.  Tlien 
it  is  important  for  those  of  ua  who 

_ _ _  feel  some  sense  of  maturity  that  we 

lievers  got  stuck  somewhere  between  not  evahiate  them  and  all  they  do  by 
Kindergarten  and  3rd  grtde.  Thnare  us  and  where  we  are.  It’s  an  interest - 
rather  Sbort-sightM,  easily  distnibed,  ing  thing  about  spiritual  development 
and  totally  commht^  to  having  their  that  some  people  never  realize,  and 
own  way.  The  Apostle  Paul,  seemed  to  that  is  t^  sad  ugliness  of  being  child- 
have  a  good  understanding  of  the  folks  uh  in  your  actions  can  become  the  sad 
in  the  church  at  Corinth,  that  they  ugliness  of  arrogance  as  you  become  a 
were  overpopulated  with  childishness,  mature  know-it-aO.  Neitner  is  where 
As  you  read  the  book  of  1  and  3  Corin-  tte  Lord  wants  us  ohunately  to  be. 
thians  and  as  you  come  to  understand  A  final  thoa|At  that  aeems  to  be 
Paul’s  ongoing  relationship  with  the  spread  throu|^Dt  Paul’s  dcal- 
chnrch,  you  b^n  to  see  flashes  of  ings  with  the  Corlnftiian  children 
reality  about  these  leaders  who  bad  is  hfo  constant  caring  endeavor  to 

been  childish  in  their  approach  to  life  enconrage  them  toward  maturity 
and  how  Paul  dealt  with  them.  For  in  Chriat  Jesus.  Kida  may  be  kids, 
inw.ne*  do  Understand  that  these  are  but  if  we  encourage  one  another,  help 
the  dildren  of  God  but  not  yet  perfect  one  another,  lift  one  another,  instruct 
children.  Sometimes  we  who  know  one  another  and  above  all,  love  one 
the  Lord  see  someone  come  to  know  another,  we  ail  can  grow  and  mature 

Him  as  Savior  and  are  born  into  the  and  blen  one  anot)^. 
family  of  God  and  two  days  later,  we’re 

imposiog  our  lifelong  unoerstan^ng  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
of  Chri^an  faith,  our  more  mature  <firechotu@mbc6.orp. 


Kids  Will  Be  Kids 


wonderful  and  our  grandchildren  are 
wonderful-er.  At  times,  they  are  the 
wonderful-est.  Our  youngest  dau^- 
Icr  haa  our  three  youngest  grandlads 
and  each  of  them  is  everything  that  a 
grandchild  is  supposed  to  be  -  bright. 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

The  Baptm  Wacowl  h  pisaiad  to  puMirti 
newt  and  photograptn  of  ipsciai  avwxs  that 
lake  placo  in  cooperating  churchm  of  Sw 
Miaiiisippi  Baptist  Colwanlion.  Nswa  items 
end/or  pfiotogreplie  depicling  benefita  and 
activMaa  lor  aecular  or  outaide  organiuaions 
wM  not  be  puMnfied. 

Preferred  metfiod;  newsmey  be  submitted 


vie  email  as  attachments  in  JPEG  lonnet.  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  lha  poatal 
aarvica  twN  not  be  accepted.  Photographe  mual 
be  dear,  diarp,  and  walMighted.  Phologiapha 
must  dapid  paopia.  No  landacape-,  buMing'.  or 
otoiechoniy  photographs  will  be  primad. 
Photogmphs  containing  inappropriate  gaatuiai 
and  objaclionabta  ctodiing  w*  not  ba  pubbahad. 
Cal  phone  photographe  and  other  low  laaoMipn 
ilann  that  do  not  laproduca  wal  on  ni'jswflwt' 


SGKJI^^F  SYF  ITFW  NTQET  SYF  RANG 


G  M AAK  MYADGK;  RDET  SR  TFSY  ITF 


NAYK,  SGK  YFEFQBF  QI,  SGK  UYQGM 


XAYIT  XYDQI,  RAJF  ITQYIWXAPK,  RAJF 


RQLIW,  SGK  RAJF  SG  TDGKYFK 


JSYV  XADY:  INFGIW 


A /Cms  Awias  Version  Mils  sarm  has  kam  en- 
aodWhgkdlsraMMffturion.  TheiamekmerhmbeUlnted 
•bnngluiiit  the  fmile.SobM  by  trial  and  mrm.  Ammarto 
laWtsaskkjiiisik:  Luke  6:44 


Maiihe\'/  1G  27  :\AS 


your  e  jf,  proclaim  upon  the 


VIAiat  I  tdl  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  ligix  arxJ  what  you  hearwhr 
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MISSISSIPPI 


July  16-18,  2015 

Morrison  Heights 
Baptist  Church 
Clinton  MS 


To  register  call: 


Registration: 
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CHURCH 

BUILDING 

CONFERENCE 


March  17,  7015 


:  “  '  f.vm. 


aIch  20-2I.  2015  I  BROADMOOR  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  MADi. 

Let  me  urge  you  to  moke  plans  to  be  at  the 
Annual  Witnessing  Through  Media  Banquet  and  Workshop 
to  be  held  March  20-2 1 ,  201 5, 
ot  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  AAodison,  Miss. 

R«gist*r  online  today.  DoodUno  i*  March  6,  201 5 

TOOD  STARNU 

Amirdvrinn*n9  host  ot  FOX  New*  &  Cowmentaiy, 


Madta  Award*  Bonyt  ipocim  on  March  20, 201 S,  at 
Bmqdmoor  Saptitt  Church.  Modhori.  M)*(iMjppl  On 
'Saturday.  Mrveh  21.  2015,  workihofM  In  oi  or«>»  of 
rnutta  minisliy  wll  be  haJd  Chwdi  out  the  2015 
WlkiMutig  TVouah  Mmdta  hWdnltw 

For  more  iofemiotion  contact  Commonkotion  Services, 
MRCB,  ot  BOO-74B-1651,  ixt.  37B,  or  601-292-3378; 
E-titail:  ichenOmbcb.org 


For  more  intormation 
Ministry  Dept.,  M8C8,  800-748-1651.  Ext 


E 


L 


P 


COST  PER  CAMPER  AND  COUNSELOR  IS  $160 

>ponsor«d  t'y  th-  School  Dept.,  MBCB  N 

800-748-lciS  1  .'r4eyambcb.org 


AN  ■  n  MUCH  MUr.c: 

Ml  :0  SIXTH  GR.'.DES  •  OMP't^LD 


S>'Si»on  1 

Session  2:  . 
Session  3:  ‘une  ^ 


fen.  Ml-m-UM 


Every  Believer  a  Witness 

Pastor  Training  Cunic 


Tam  your  tntire  ckurdt  how  lo  share  Gjri*t  with  their  neighbors? 
rchnary  M.  Bondon  BafXitt  Clwrch.  10  a  m  -  4  pm.  $24 
FahnHwy  2*.  MIS:  GulfCOaM  Aauciaiioa.  10  a  m  -  4  p  ra,  $24 


For  more  nforpTcttior  contact  t-^e  P-nstor  Leade'^'"  o  Develco'^ePw 
Dept  at  800-743-165‘'^  £»t  305  or  60" -292-3305 


I'l  4  ft  I  tlinii  II  r|IMf  (  ||  ill 

lll;j»  »v>.  •  f Ih  Wt  I  r.i'MllU  -  -  ‘If  u  '  «  flU  i  V 

»  •  I  \  -h*  li/  *1  t  ''  llrn  ‘ 

t  ..I  Mtun  ititui  tii.iinm  oiiiMvt  I 
.1  ‘4H  I  %( 


i  lll.lll  Hull  <  tv  <1  ihIh  li  «»t  * 
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IKparlHUtiL  MIK  It 
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OASIS  2015 


Loold«9  fef  your  mlaatefa  pro^ 

conUdtr  the  OASIS  2015  Projoet  Or*  Octobw  22-26,  2015.  a 

rouoM  lor  singla  caraor  ml»ior*ar(aa  will  taka  placa  In 

Malayala  Th#  purpoaa  of  tha  ratraat  la  to  provtoa 

opporturtltiaa  for  woriWp,  faHowaWp,  #r*d  ancoumoamant 

Mora  than  85%  of  tha  alogla  mlaalonarlaa  aarvlna  Ir*  this  araa  of 

tha  wodd  ara  wo***an.  Slr>ea  our  mlaalonarfaa  attaod  this 

at  thak  own  axpanaa.  wa  want  to  say  ’thank  you’  to  than*  for 

thair  tarvfea  ^  aponaorinfl  thair  participation  In 

yaar.  Tha  coat  par  parson  h  fWO  and  thh  includaa  all  th^r 

..pwtaaa.  AH  donors  will  ba  providad  tha  nama  lor  InWaW  ofa 

miaaionary  ao  you  can  pray  for  tham  ^rln9  tha  ratraat  ^ 
DiADtMB  $a  particlpoaa  la  Apr#  !•  1018.  Bacauaa  of  tha 
of  thia  avarn  (plana  tickata.  ate.  ..)  an  aarly  daadllna 
had  to  ba  aat  Thank  you  for  undaratandingl 

Wa  hopa  that  you  wm  prayarfully  laad  your  grr^  or  ^orch  to 
halp  aponaor  a  miaaionary  to  attand  thia  yaar  a  OASIS  avant 
Thia  ia  an  opportunity  for  via  to  ramind  thaaa  ainglaa  that  thay 
hava  not  baan  forgottan  and  that  wa  ara  indaad 
ropaa  for  tham.  For  mora  information  contact  Kan  Miodaa. 
Otricaer  of  kWaalani  MobWaatfon  for  tha  Mlaalaaippi  Baptlat 
Carrvarrtfon  Beard,  at  hdtfiSMtDfesfeiBEB/  ^ 
800-748-1*81,  «**•  hfaka  checks  payable  to  tha 

Miaaiaaippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

Mrf  tfonttfOTLlg: 


OAS»1018 
K>  Ban  880 
jMhaan  MS  8f808 


GuideStone* 

Hnancial  HeaouroeK 
DotveU.  Dorlght* 

GuideStone  announces  release  of  its 
Ministers’  Tax  Guide  By  Roy  Hayhurst  DALLAS 

The  2015  edition  of  GuideStone’s  annual  Tax  Return  Prepannion  and 
t^ederal  Reponing  Guide  Ministers’  Tax  Guide  for  2014  Returns  is  now 
4vaitaMe.  In  this  helpful  handbook,  both  active  and  retired  ministers  will 
fmd  lMfi^-step  instructions,  sample  forms  and  detailed  help  m 
-j^.'XT'^ejinderstanding  the  latest  tax  laws.  """  “ 


\\  stuii  .oi!' 


IfCUr 


FEBRUARY  27-28,  2015 

CENTRAL  HILLS  BAPTIST  RETREAT 

For  parents  and  children  (ages  6- 1  Oj 
(Free  day  care  provided  for  5  and  undfer) 

DEAOUNi  TO  REGISTER:  FEBRUARY  21,  201 5 

For  more  Informottow  contact  JR  at  Control  HWs  Baptist  Rotrool, 
662-2i9-9730  or  l-ntoH  irayOmbeb-org 

ipon$or»d  by  the  Ditcipiethip  &  Family  AAiniatry  Dept.,  MBCB 
PO  Box  530,  Jocktoo  MS  3920SC530 
I-80D748-I6SI.  ext.  284.. 


U/ 


'J 


Consolidate  your  retirement  plans 
with  GuideStone  today. 


Couple  out  of  business  over  religious  convictions 


New  Mexico's  ban  on  sexual 
orientation  discrimination. 

Christians  also  are  finding 
themselves  vulnerable  befdre 
state  and  local  authorities. 
Among  believers  affected  by 
state  and  local  policies  up¬ 
holding  LGBT  rigtits: 

■  Blaine  Adamson,  a  Lex¬ 
ington,  Ky.-area  printer, 
is  challenging  an  order  by 
the  county  Human  Rights 
Commission  to  print  shirts 
that  promote  the  Lexington 
Pride  Festival. 

■  Atlanta  Fire  Chief  Kel¬ 
vin  Cochran  was  fired  in  early 
January  after  publishing  a 
book  in  which  he  defended 
the  bihlical  view  of  sexual¬ 
ity  and  described  homosexual 
behavior  as  immoral. 

Cities,  and  even  smaller 
municipalities,  increasingly 
are  enacting  ordinances  ex¬ 
panding  anti-discrimination 
protections  to  LGBT  people 
in  employment,  housing, 
and  public  accommodations 
which  include  hotels,  restau¬ 
rants,  and  other  businesses. 
Opi>onents  contend  the  laws 
often  infringe  upon  freedom 
of  religion  and  conscience 
for  individuals,  churches, 
and  businesses. 


ORESHAM.  Or*.  (BP)  -  An  for  same  sex  ceremonies,  de- 
O^on  admin’strative  law  spite  their  belief  that  mar- 
judge  has  n'Vd  'hat  Aaron  naK  is  only  between  a  man 
and  Meliss.  i  vin,  owners  and  a  woman, 
of  a  Greshaii.  Ur.,  bakery  It  is  not  just  providers  of 
named  Sweet  Cakes,  unlaw-  wedding  service*  who  are  bat- 
fiilly  discriminated  auinst  a  tling  to  express  their  religious 
lesion  couple  by  declining  on  convictions,  however.  In- 
religioua  grounds  the  coup’s  creasingly,  those  with  biblical 
request  for  a  wedding  cake.  views  regarding  sexuality  are 
In  his  Feb.  2  ruling.  Judge  finding  tnoir  jobs  and  liveli- 
Alan  McCullough  found  that  hoods  threatened  as  govem- 
the  Kleins  violated  an  Oregon  ment  agencies  —  and  poten- 
civil  ri^ts  law  that  includes  tially  courts  —  rule  that  laws 
sexual  orientation  as  a  pro-  protecting  lesbian,  gay,  bisex- 
tected  category.  A  Marco  to  ual,  and  traniwender  (IXJBT) 
bearing  will  Pennine  how  rights  trump  toe  religious  ex- 
costly  the  fine  will  be  for  erciae  of  others, 
the  lUeiiu,  who  closed  their  Among  the  wedding  service 
bakery  after  a  public  back-  providers  fighting  in  court 
lash  and  began  making  cakes  to  protect  tbeir  freedom  not 
at  borne.  to  participate  in  same-sex 

.  The  Kleins’  case  is.sunong  ceremonies: 
an  increasing  number  invcdv-  ■  Barronelle  Stntzman,  a 
ing  wedding  service  providers  florist  in  Richland,  Wa.,  is 
who  find  weir  relinous  free  being  sued  in  federal  court 
exercise  threatened  by  the  by  the  state  attorney  general 
expansion  of  legalized  same  and  the  American  Civil  Lib- 
sex  marriage.  Same  sex  mar-  erties  Union  for  declining  to 
riage  is  now  legal  in  36  sutes,  arrange  flowers  for  a  same- 
inauding  Oregon,  aitd  the  sex  wedding.  The  case  has 
District  of  Columbia.  Bakers,  been  stayed  until  September 
florists,  pboto^phers.  and  for  related  proceeding*  in  a 
other  professionals  who  pro-  lower  court, 
vide  products  for  weddings  ■  Jack  Phillips,  a  Lake- 
have  at  times  been  forced  to  wood,  Co.,  c^  ““P. 
provide  professiooal  service*  er,  has  appealed  a  Colorado 


your  finances? 


Call  1-888-GS-FUNDS  (1-888-473-8637)  to 
speak  with  a  financial  professional.  Learn  more 
at  GuideStonelnvestments.  com/SimpHfy. 


■■  GuideStone 

HH  Investments 
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PAKISTAN 

cont.  from  p.  1 

discrimination  against  reli¬ 
gious  minorities  was  behind 
the  Punjab  Prosecution  De¬ 
partment's  short  list  of  50 
people  who  may  have  been 
victimize  ^  those  who  filed 
the  complaints  -  a  common 
practice  in  Pakistan. 

Christian  righto  actiyist 
Napolean  Qayjmm  told  Morn¬ 
ing  Star  News  it  is  ’a  common 
fact  that  Pakistan’s  blasphemy 
laws  are  used  to  settle  person¬ 
al  aoores  and  vendettas,  and 
all  people  could  be.  targeted 
with  these  laws.  A  large  num¬ 
ber  of  Muslims  are  luguish- 
ing  in  jails  on  falM  charges, 
but  so  are  Christians,  so  we 
urge  the  government  to  treat 
all  such  cases  on  parity.” 

*We  are  not  opposed  to  the 

f;ovemment’s  support  to  Mus- 
ims  wrongly  accused  of  blas¬ 
phemy,  but  all  citizens  of  the 
state  should  be  treated  equally 
ai^  without  any  prejudice,' 
said  Sajid  Ishaq,  chairman  of 
the  PakisUn  Intertoith  League 
(PIL)  and  central  president 
of  the  minorities  wing  of  ^e 
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf, 
which  rules  Pakistan’s  Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa  province. 

lahaq,  who  is  vying  for  a 
senate  seat  reserv^  Tor  mi¬ 
norities  from  Khyber  Pak¬ 
htunkhwa,  said  the  Punjab 
government  should  have  con- 
sidered  Macs  involving  Chris- 


Aasiya  Bibi  (commonly  known 
as  Asia  Bibi)  and  others. 

“We  demand  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  also  review  cases 
[against  Christians]  so  that 
our  innocent  people  are  not 
left  to  rot  in  jails  for  a  crime 
they  have  not  committ^,’ 
Ishaq  said. 

A  Punjab  Prosecution  De¬ 
partment  official  told  Morning 
Star  News  on  condition  of  an¬ 
onymity,  “We  know  that  most 
of  the  casM  registered  under 
blasphemy  laws  are  fabricated 
but  unfortunately  our  police 
and  juatice  system  is  wi^ 
and  cannot  withstand  la- 
lamisto’  pressure.” 

Article  adapted  from 
MomingStarNews.org,  an 
independent  news  service  fr¬ 
ying  on  the  persecution  of 
Christians  worldwide.  Used 
by  permission. 
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SAVE  up  to 

40% 
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the  call  of  Christ  in  sharing  of 
their  resources  througheuf- 
ficuh  times.  So  many  of  our 
pastors  have  led  out  and  our 
lay  peo^  have  embraced  that 
yre  need  to  stay  faithful  in  giv¬ 
ing  throu^  me  Cooperative 
Program  that  the  world  might 
know  the  Lord  Jesus.  We  have 
sought  to  be  good  stewards  of 
not  only  the  financial  resources 
but  ^  people  resources  to  get 
the  job  done.  We  will  continue 
to  do  so  and  thank  God 
for  the  faithfulness  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists.” 

From  the  birth  of  me 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  to  mis  present  day  me 
mission  of  Soumem  Baptists 
has  been  me  Great  Commis¬ 
sion.  For  170  yesrs,  Sonm- 
em  Baptists  have  sought  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel  ofJesus 
Christ  to  all  people  every¬ 
where.  The  SBC  was  fonuM 
wim  a  gospel  vision.  Its 
founding  charter  identifies 


'We  have  sought  to  be 
gc^  stevwKds  of  not  only  the 
financial  resources  but  the  people 
resources  to  get  the  job  done. 
We  wil  continue  to  do  so  and 
thank  (sod  for  the  faithfuInKS  of 
Mississippi  Baptists/ 


its  singular  focus:  _.  for  the 
purpose  of  eliciting,  combin- 
and  directing  me  ener¬ 
gies  of  me  Baptist  denomi¬ 
nation  of  Christians,  for  the 
propagation  of  the  Gospel ... 

‘Another  important  foe- 
tor  TOt  included  in  LifeWay’s 
findings  is  the  inclusion  of 
yonnger  pastors  to  leader¬ 
ship  positions  in  me  SBC,” 
BIjime  said.  “An  example  of 
mu  would  be  me  election 
of  David  Platt  to  the  role  as 
president  of  the  Intenution- 
al  Mission  Board.” 


MS  POSITIONS 


rant  MPTItT  CHURCH,  ELUtMUE. 
M  *  CURRENTLY  SEARCHRW  FOR  A 
PERSON  TO  FRL  THE  ROLE  OF  KEY- 
iOARO  PLAYER  ON  THE  WORSHIP 
LEAOERSMP  TEASL  N  mu  or  smiisom 
you  kmnr  is  MmosM  In  Siis  poNSon. 
ptosM  coMKI  Sw  diureli  oNos  al  SOI- 
477-32SS  or  ssmOSrNtspiuchurcA 
ooai.  Ooatfns  ior  applying  it  Fripay. 
FsMuaiY  27. 2818. 

SUNES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  YOUTH 
NNNSTER:  Plottt  otnO  rtaumot  lo: 
Y^  SttrUi  ComnMto  14146  Higlway 
2S  Wool  Lucodalt.  MS  3S452  or  0^ 
tlailygroMtopSaOboituuPi.npi 
Pyr-TIIIE  YOUTH  MNSSTER  NEEDED 
M  NEW  SIGHT  SAPTIST  CHURCH. 
PMsto  tond  rotusws  lo:  YMli  ISnMtr 
Sonreft  CommiNot  621  Foratl  Trail  HE. 
BroolitiaMn.  Mt.  36601 _ 

CHURCH  IS  SEEK- 
“"*TER  Of 
YOUTH.  Sand  ratianto  lo:  607  CMnt 


NORTH  WMONA  RAPTIST  CHURCH  M 
WINONA  NS  IS  ACCVTMO  RESUMES 
FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  MNSSTER  OF 
MUSK.  PIttto  tond  raaunw  lo  602  Al- 
btfta  OHM.  Mnont.  MS  38967.  oronial 
lo  n»bcadnio6lc«aaanot 


SPRMO  HAL  RAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
WATERFORD.  MS.  In  towcA  lor  a 
HualMnd  and  UMt  lo  apoA  adSi  youSi  and 

In  Sia  dwrcA.  Conlacl  by  phona 

ai  sss^SMni  »aaas  Maraast  9  as 

anawar)  or  Mai  ratuma  lo  POhoi  SO 
Walarlonl.  MS  36665 _ 

BETHEL  RAPTIST  CHURCH.  A  SHAU 
COUNTRY  CHURCH  BETWEEN  DREW 
AND  RULEVALE.  MWS.  •  ACCEPTMO 
RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  Bt- 
VOCATIONAL  PASTOR  M  1  ApiS  2015 
Plaaaa  aand  raawnaa  lo  P.O.  Boa  249. 
Draw,  toaa.  39737 _ 

STRONG  RIVER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M 
PRM)LA  MS  IS  ACCEPTING  RESUMES 
FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  BI-VOCA. 
TIONAL  PASTOA  Plaaaa  aand  ratuiaat 
M  Oana  Fanaar  al  200  KaSa  ButA  Rd 
PInola.  MS  39149 


CLASSIFIEDS 


M86ALtlnea199B  CaS90(L6l)5.2970 
CHURCH  PEW  OPNOLSTBtY.  'FREE 
ESWTEA  OsNt  UphoNNiy.  Qidanan. 

Maa..pliona601-77»6i917 _ 

NNIOOW  AMO  SCRON  SHOP 
dowt  and  Mann  nUiSowt  buM  lo  R  your 
opanbig  Phit  now  window  teraant  and 
ON  acaaant  Cad  Tbni  Coot 
901-709.4679 _ 

VnOWSEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT. 
COAOi^  wnad  Don  6  RNa  Sabran 
601R92-2092  A9  bama  bnpnivtratiiN. 


Blythe  was  asked  what 
were  some  of  me  benefits  of 
giving  to  me  CP,  instead  of 
giving  to  omer  causes. 

‘Designated  giviiw  is  lim¬ 
ited  but  giving  to  me  CP  is 
limitlesA”  be  sakL  “When  you 
give  to  me  CP,  yon  are  ^ng 
not  only  to  intemationm  and 
nationa]  miaskHU,  but  you  are 
givi^  to  theologicB]  education, 
to  disdpiesbip  aixl  fomily  min¬ 
istry,  to  the  Baptist  Children’s 
vm^  and  to  me  BSU  centers 
on  the  campuses  of  our  com¬ 
munity  colleges  and  uruversi- 


ties.  You  are  giving  to  evange¬ 
lism  and  the  Christian  Ai^m 
Commission,  you  are  giving 
to  WMU  aii'l  Men’s  Ministry 
and  cburdi  Ranting,.  Giving 
through  the  CP  afford  us  me 
o(^rtunity  of  touching  me 
gratest  number  of  lives  wim 
me  resources  God  gives  us. 

“For  some  reason,  in  our 
churches,  we  stopped  talking 
about  the  CP  and  educating 
me  peOTle  of  me  importance 
of  me  CP,”  Blyme  continued. 
‘Prayerfully  consider  accept¬ 
ing  the  iX  challenge.  If  every 
church  in  Mississippi  would 

E’ve  iX  more  than  mey  did 
St  year,  it  would  result  in 
an  additional  $4  million  to 
the  CP.  If  every  church  in 
the  SBC  would  increase  meir 
giving  iX  it  would  result 
in  an  additional  $100  mil¬ 
lion  to  the  CP.  The  Kingdom 
impact  would  be  enormous. 
Someone  has  well  said. 
The  sun  never  sets  on  me 
Southern  Baptist  missionary 
enterprise  and  that  is  due 
in  large  part  to  me  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program.’” 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


^  GnanChuRfo 

YBakBeh.  22  -  i 


MpifcRe-  ►  hnnuMiuai  Church,  Ctowa- 
teL,  1030  land:  60m  anniveraaiy,  Feb. 
M-— Wed-y  2a;aaB«ioe,uajn.;J{mFlitral, 
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Commit  Your  Way  to  the  Lord  •  Nehemiah  10:28-39 


Introduction 

SpiritiiaiK,  a  confession  looks  bade 
and  Kxiks  wead.  One  admits  wroogdo- 
ing  (past)  in  order  to  rraent  (fotuie). 

Cnapta-  ten  records  the  apmpri- 
ate  oo^usion  to  a  public  emmession 
by  the  Jews  in  Judab  (9:5-37).  Accord- 
to  the  last  verse  in  chapter  nine, 
tb^  made  a  ‘firm  covenant  (ESV)  or 
“binding  agreement*  (NTV,  HCSB);  tbe 
Hebrew  noun  derives  from  a  verb  tbat 
means  *to  be  firm.* 

Coaunentary:  Nehemiah  iots8-a9 

Commitment  requires  focus,  a  sin- 
de-mindedness  or  wbolebeartedness. 
To  mai^,  for  example,  the  groom 
leaves  his  parents  to  cleave  to  his  bride 
(Gen.  2:aa).  *To  walk  in  God’s  law,* 
the  Jews  in  Judah  ‘separated  them¬ 
selves  from  the  peoples  of  the  land* 
(NASB;  see  also  9:2;  13:1-3).  Two  pv- 
tidples  depict  their  resolve:  *joinine 
with  their  Kinsmen,  their  nobles*  anu 
‘taking  on  themselves  a  curse  and  an 
oatb*(NASB). 

Hie  law  consists  of  ‘command¬ 
ments,*  ‘ordinances,*  and  ‘statutes.* 
These  nouns,  along  with  “testimonies’ 
or  ‘judments,*  occur  often  as  sra- 
onyms  in  the  Old  Testament  (see  Dt. 
30:16: 1  Kfi.  2:3:  Ps.  19:7-11).  They,  be¬ 
ing  plural,  indimte  the  breadth  of  God’s 
wmen  standard.  “Through  the  law 


man’s  life  which  is  to  be  lived  under  his 
direction  and  care*  (Theological  Word- 
book-of  the  Old  Teatament). 


Commeabuy:  Nebemiah  10:30-39 

The  “firm  caveoint,*  just  ten  verses,  ap- 
pfiesan  assortment  of  laws,  fldhidesiitto 
four  unequal  parts.  Ihe  first  umw  leaolu- 
tions  address  penonal  behavkar.  manying 
only  a  Jew  (v.  30X  keqiing  tbe  Sabbath  (v. 
31a;  see  also  Jer.  17:19-27),  and  observing 
me  sabbatical  year  (v.  31b).  The  last  reso- 
hitioo  (a  aet  of  oaths)  addresses  the  Tem- 
ple,  both  its  operaboo  and  its  personnel 
(w.  3S1-39;  see  abo  12-44-47). 

1.  Altermatii 

Chapter  ten  names  eighty-seven  sign¬ 
ers  ^the 
covenant 
(w.  1-27). 

Nebemiah 
tope  that 
list.  As- 
governor, 
he  led  the 
return  to 
God. 

Good 
leadership, 

however,  cannot  coerce  good  behavior 
to  last  (see  Nehemiah  resorting  to  force 
in  13:7-8, 10-11, 15-21, 23-28).  As  proof, 
Hezekiah  (2  18:1-4;  2  Chr,  29|^i) 

and  Josiah  (2  Kg.  22:3-23:25;  2  Chr. 
34:1-35:19)  were  n^teous  nilm  whose 
sweeping  religious  reforms  did  not  out¬ 
live  them.  Their  own  sons  were  wicked 
kings:  Manasseh  (2  Kg.  21:1-18;  2  Chr. 


r 


^),  and  Zedekiah  (2  1^  24:i8-2^-r>  2 
Chr.  36:11-13).  Eveiy  fbuower  is  a  smner 
witfaa  win. 

Nrftemiah  served  as  governor  for 
twelve  years  (5:14)  and,  just  like  bis  po- 
litiml  tenure,  tbe  spiritual  mewai  in 
Judah  ended.  Revivals  always  do.  Con¬ 
sider  three  recent  examples:  First  Great 
Awakening  (iT^oe  and  1740s),  Second 
Cheat  Awakening  (early  1800s),  and 
wUsh  Reviva)  (1904-1905). 

Chapter  thirteen  debuls  bow  the  Jews 
in  Judah  broke  their  promises  to  marry 
only  a  Jew  (w.  23-30),  to  keep  the  Sab¬ 
bath  (w. 

-  .  15-22),  and 

^  to  care  for 

'  i  the  Temple 

ExpMllK 

withlva„Pi»&^^  ^“^act* 
•‘3KK  happened 
■'WTs  wbm  Ne- 
^ h  e  m  i  a  h 
had  gone 

bad:  to  Sosa  (w.  6-7). 

2.  Application:  Intentioiia  arc  NOT 
actiotia. 

In  the  movie  ‘Facing  tbe  (Hants,* 
Coach  Grant  Taylor  informed  one  of  bis 
players,  'Matt,  you  can’t  judge  your  fa¬ 
ther  ^  his  actions  and  then  yourself  by 
your  intentions.*  Intentions  matter,  but 
actions  matter  more. 

For  a  defendant  in  a  murder  trial, 
motive  is  the  difference  between  first 


with  Ivan  Pi 


degree  and  second  degiw  murder.  In¬ 
tent  aftects  the  sentendng,  but  it  can¬ 
not  prevent  a  guilty  verdict.  Murder¬ 
ing  someone  (action)  matters  more  to 
judtt  and  jury. 

Jeremiah,  as  a  diviDe  qiokeaman,  de¬ 
clared,  ‘I,  the  Lord,  seam  die  heart,  I 
test  the  mind,  even  to  give  to  each  man 
according  to  his  ways,  according  to  the 
results  of  his  deeds  (17:10,  NASB;  see 
also  Gen.  6:5-7).  Intentions,  specifiadly 
bed  ones,  rouse  (kid.  Improper  motives 
taint  g(^  deeds  (Mt  6:1-6,  16-18)  and 
disqualify  praym  (Jas.  4:3). 

Good  intentions,  on  the  other  hand, 
do  not  impress  (kxl.  Good  behavior  does 
(Jas.  1:22-2^).  Hence,  John  the  Baptist, 
another  divine  ^kesman,  urged,  'Pro¬ 
duce  friiit  oooaMent  with  repentance* 
(Lk.  3:8,  HCSB). 

3.  .topifeeGo**’- Talk  le  cheep. 

Chapter  tfairieen  is  a  sad  poriscript.  It 
exposes  chapters  nine  and  ten  to  be  noth¬ 
ing  but  the  minutes  of  a  lengthy  meetiiw; 
Vote  of  words  that  a  big  ciovra  eventual^ 
imored.  Contemponuy  Christian  artist 
Kob  Frazier  penned  the  lyrics,  “You  can 
aiy  you  do.  You  can  pray  you  do.  You  can 
swear  it’s  true,  but,  untu  you  prove  by 
your  caring  ways,  then  the  words  you  say 
are  juft  words;  nolfaiite  but  words,  empty 
woids*  (“Love  is  Sacrifice*). 

Parke  is  professor.  Department  of 
Christian  Studies  and  Philosophy,  Mis- 
sissipiri  College,  and  a  member  of  Mor¬ 
rison  Heights  Churdi,  Clinton. 


Ready  When  Pornography  Controls  •  1  Thessalonians  4:3-8 

"The  Tragic  (fonsequences  of  the  standards,  tbe  aamecafl  is  being  echoed  every  form  of  pornography,  fo  feet  tbe 
Sexual  Rev^tion’  ia^  headline  for  today.  Therefiire.  aa  we  conclude  this  English  w^  ^  pornography  coina 


tbe  February  edition  of  “Dedaioa  Mag¬ 
azine*.  Conmbutor  Jerry  Pierce  afetes: 
‘...in  vMyj,  spurred  on  by  a  gradual  cul¬ 
tural  slide,  me  budding  sexual  revohi- 
tioD  had  a  coming-out  party— infused 
wife  sex,  LSD  and  rod:  n’  roD-in  San 
Franciseo’f  Ha^t-Aahbury  diatrict. 
That  “Summer  of  Love*  inaugurated  an 
eftoft  to  cast  off  traditiooal  morals  far 
a  new  virion  of  freedom,  fove  and  cn- 
ligbtenmenL  It  succeeded  wijdly— and 
felled  miserably.*!  Today,  almost  fifty 
yean  later,  our  society  is  truly  reap¬ 
ing  the  conaequences.  Since  19^  some 
55  million  babies  have  died  from  legal 
aboctioii.  marriage  has  been  devalued, 
arul  sex  trafficking  has  become  an  inter¬ 
national  burineaa  —  just  to  name  a  few. 
Additionally,  pornomphy  once  pur- 
chasad  from  bahina  store  counten  Is 
now  available  wim  a  simple  click  on  the 
computer.  Twenty-five  years  ago  would 
there  have  been  a  Sunday  School  leason 
no  mia  subject?  Indeed  we  have  come  a 
loite  way  b^l 

Scripture  tells  us  there  is  nothing 
new  under  the  sun.  When  the  apostle 
Paul  wrote  to  the  Thessaloniana  re- 
yritlnj  the  issue  of  sexual  immorality 
nm^were  worse  than  they  are  toefey. 
A  study  of  me  Greek  religions  during 
mis  dine  peiM  vvill  give  you  a  vievrof 
the  moral  atmosphere.  Yet,  iuat  as  that 
culture  called  Christians  to  lower  their 


standards,  tbe  — caD  is  being  echoed  eveiy  form  of  pornography,  in  tact  me 
today.  Therefbic,  as  we  conclude  mis  EngUsh  word  for  “pornography*  coines 
quarter  let  us  hold  firm  to  the  trum  of  from  the  Greek  word  porneia.  Paul  la 
God’s  Word.  His  commands  and  pre-  telling  us  that  Christiaiis  must  abst^ 
cepts  are  given  fi>r  our  good.  from  a  pornographic  Hfmtyle  in  the 

“For  mis  is  the  will  of  (kid,  your  broadest  sense  of  that  word.  1 
aancrification,  that  is,  that  you  aiiMin  Practice  setf-coatrot  is  the  instruction 
from  sexual  immorality;*  tiThes.  3:3  found  in  verses  four  and  five... “that  each 
ESV).  (kid’t  win  for  your  life  is  levealnl  ofyouknowhowtopoaaeaahiaowov^ 
in  an  of  God’s  WorU.  To  better  under-  in  sanctificatioa  and  boiM,  not  in  hist- 
tUuid  tills  passage  need  to  have  a  ful  passion,  like  the  GeotiKa  who  do  no< 
firm  grasp  on  the  meaning  of  two  words,  know  God;*  The  word  sanctification  (vas. 

Thefinrtis  _  3,  4.^^ 

the  word  ■■■■■  A  ^ 

In  the  New  ^ 

BJUf  Studies  for  Life 

holinTs?’ 

s-acT:  ir 

Timothy,  i  ™  it  me^ 

Peter  and  ^ 

thM  in  1  ’Tbesaakiaians  (1:3;  5:22).  The  apart  from  sexual  impinty  in  partmuar, 
word  is  s  command  from  God  and  it  holding  oneself  away  from  immorality.  > 
an  absolute  prolubition.  “to  hold  The  phrase  his  own  vessel’  is  a  reference 
off  from,  to  diatence  oneself  from,  and  to  a  person’s  own  body.  “A  (^•^pow- 
to  have  n^ing  to  do  wim.  SecomL  the  ered  man  controls  hia  own  body.  When 
nhraae  'aexual  immorality’  comes  from  God  is  not  in  control,  the  body  controls 
lorneia,  which  is  a  very  the  man,*  writes  Ray  Pritcharo.  This  is 
ompassing  every  kind  what  is  meant  when  Paul  writes,  “not  in 
f  outside  the  circle  of  lustful  passion.*  Knowing  (kid  is  what 
rets  sins  of  the  mind,  makes  a  difference  in  our  Kfe  (transfor- 
and  lips.  It  includes  mation)  and  He  emiips  us  to  b '  able  to 
extra-marital  sex.  and  practice  self-control. 


phrase  'sexual  immorality’  comes  from 
the  Greek  word  porneia,  which  is  a  very 
broad  word  eaeompassing  evety  kind 


of  sexual  activity  outside  the  circle  of 
God's  will.  It  coven  sins  of  the  mind, 
body,  tyos,  ears  and  lips.  It  includes 
premarital  sex,  extra-marital  sex.  and 


A  strong  reminder,  “...and  that  no 
man  transgress  and  defraud  his  broth¬ 
er,*  we  are  not  to  take  advantage  of 
others.  Other  words  for  defraud  are 
“wrong*  or  “cheat.*  “Immorality  is  like 
that.  It  always  dieats  someone  else— 
usually  someone  you  love  very  much  .’’^ 
:  (Soring  this  leason  Paul  gives  us  three 
facts  to  remember:  ‘(kid  will  punish 
those  who  practice  immorality  (6b). 
(jod  has  called  us  to  purity  (vs.  7).  Re¬ 
jecting  purity  means  rejecting  (jod  (vs 
8).**  When  we  reject  God  we  are  treat¬ 
ing  God’s  commands  with  utter  con¬ 
tempt. 

No  one  is  exempt  from  temptation. 
Avoid  places  which  are  questionable, 
add  a  computer  filter,  place  controls  on 
cell  phones  and  television,  and  choose 
friends  wisely.  Guard  your  mind  and 
heart  through  prayer  and  God’s  Word. 
Remember  ’(kid  pves  H:s  Holy  Spirit 
to  you*  and  there  is  no  temptation 
which  can  overcome  you  (1  Cor.  10:13). 


The  High  Cost  oiTree  Love’*  by  .lerry 
Pierce 

r  Ray  Pritchard,  The  Sermon,  ‘Ab¬ 
stain!*  www.keepbelieving.com/ser- 
mon/abstain/ 

s  John  MacArthur  Study  Bible  Study 
Notes 

Leathers  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Madison. 


The  Baktist  Record  February  19, 2015 


Staff  Changes 


•NAM  STMST  CtNMCH,  WKIIDCNHALL,  hn  calM  Mark 

Jackson  aa  pastor.  Ha  is  atiown  with  his  ¥wMb  Robin  and  chil- 
dran,  Kaitya  andWMttan. 

In  othnr  Staff  Changaa: 

>  Ofcahola  CliMrah,  Ryrvis.  has  caned  Gaiy  KeiK  as  pastor.  He 
comes  «dth  bis  wife,  Linda.  His  first  service  tna  Feb.  15. 


NEWMEBIION  CHURCH. 
MEWMEBRON.  has  called 

Mike  Grenn  as  pastor  (shown 
stiaftwith  his  wife,  Wanda); 
and  Jordan  ^rkar  (above)  as 
youth  minister. 


College  News 


The  tabfe  tennis  taam  of  NRSSISSIRPI  COUJEOE  is  tha 
Dixie  OhriaionTsbfe'fennis  winner.  Lad  by  three  star  players 
from  China,  Cheng  U.YIchi  Zhang,  andTong  Zhang,  the  team 
want  undahwted  during  the  Fab.  7  toumamenL  Shown  ara 
praaidont  Lea  Royoa  wi^  the  team  pisyers  in  Alumni  Gym. 


(Balow)Tha  201(i-2016 
Studant  Govemmant  As¬ 
sociation  at  tha  WHiJAM 
CAREY  UMVERSiTY 
Hattiasburg  campus  took 
office  in  an  instailation 
caremony  held  on  Febru¬ 
ary  2.The  SGA  serves  as 
tha  aiactad  iiaison  be¬ 
tween  tha  student  body 
artd  tha  university  admin¬ 
istration.  Pictured  follow¬ 
ing  tha  installation  car- 
smorty  are  (front  row,  laft 
to  right)  Sawyer  Walters 
of  Hattiasburg,  rapreaen- 
tstive;  Klrastisn  White  of 
Collins,  commissioner  of 
public  relMons;  Andrew 
Cotoman  ef  Pascagoula, 
president)  Mary  Hannah 
Lott  of  Hattiasburg,  vioa 
president;  McKayla  Stre- 
back  of  Seminary,  chief 
iustice;  (second  row,  left 
to  right)  Sean  Laird  of 
Gulfport  commissioner 
of  antartainmant;  John 
TayiorWaalay  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  treasurer  and  chief 
of  staff;  Lindsay  Knight 
of  Hattiasburg,  secretary; 
Josiah  Lawienca  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  WMiimissionar  of 
aiac^nCZakary  Farsnd 
of  Perkinston,  justica;  aruf 
Gabriel  May  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  repreaantativa.-Not 
pictured  is  Chamapuwa 
Tinago  of  Harare,  Zimba¬ 
bwe,  rapresentativa. 


Tha  children^  dapaitment  of  SH.VBI  CREEK  CHURCH, 
aiCCORW.  made  over  80  vafentinas  to  sand  to  theWsteran  s 
Hospital  patiante. 


TV 


The  youth  of  BETHEL  CHURCH,  PORLARVRXE,  lad  in  tha 
morning  aarvices  in  Sunday  School  and  worship  Jan.  2S. 


Tha  youth  of  NEWHEBRON  CHURCH,  HEWHEBRON,  alloyed  Xtrema  Winter  Conferenca 
in  Gatlinburg,Tann.  Shown  ara  tha  pardcipante  with  youth  minister  Jordan  Pwtsr. 

In  other  Church  News: 

Qrova  Churah,  LMoadafe,  is  boatiac  a  wnd  Game  Supper  Mar.  5. 6  p.m.  Bring  a  wild  game 


BTUOBETB  FROM  FRIBT  CHURCH,  EURORA.  participated  in  tha  recant  Wabatar  County 

Discipta  Now  waakand  at  tha  church. 


¥ 


4 


Ur 


W  -f 


